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OUR STORY

Cat Haven, one of the premier cat-only rescue groups in the

nation, has been giving cats and kittens a new lease on life

since 1999. From humble beginnings as a foster-based

organization to now having its beloved Cat Haven Adoption

Center, the organization has grown to become a beacon of hope

for feline friends in need.

For the first nine years, Cat Haven operated as a foster-based

organization, relying on the dedication of volunteers to transport

adoptable cats and kittens to adoption events held on weekends

at places such as PetSmart and Petco. In 2007, after raising

enough funds, Cat Haven purchased a building to use as a

shelter and adoption center. The facility, located on Harrells

Ferry Road near Sherwood Forest Boulevard, currently houses

75 adoptable cats and kittens.

Since 1999, Cat Haven has saved the lives of over 18,700 cats

and kittens. With its Adoption Center open seven days a week,

the organization averages 80-100 adoptions per month. In

addition to rescuing cats and kittens from the community at

large, Cat Haven also pulls cats and kittens from area public

shelters, helping Baton Rouge become a no-kill community.

Cat Haven has made such a big impact on the community but

we want to do even more! Cat Haven is making plans to relocate

and double the space of our current shelter so we can help

more cats and kittens! 

Cat Haven has saved over 18,700 cats and kittens



FROM OUR DIRECTOR

Throughout the years, Cat Haven has continued to provide food, shelter, medical care, and a loving

environment full of enrichment and hope for the homeless cats and kittens in our community. Cat

Haven has been recognized by Best Friends Animal Society for being a no-kill shelter.  While the

standard for “no-kill” status is a 90% save rate for cats, Cat Haven’s save rate is 98.2%. We could

not have accomplished this without the kindness and generosity of our supporters. 

Currently, we can comfortably shelter up to 75 cats in our building. While we are very fortunate to

have the space to do so, there are many more homeless and abandoned cats and kittens that are

looking for rescue.  Every day, we see or hear of cats in dire need that we cannot step up to help.  It

is heartbreaking to have to have to turn them away because we just do not have the space to provide

the proper square footage per cat necessary to maintain a healthy and stress-free environment in our

current facility. 

In 2023 alone, we admitted 961 cats into our program. What if we were able to double that amount

by moving into a larger facility? What if Cat Haven could provide space for FIV positive cats and

FeLV positive cats? What if we were able to open a Cat Cafe’ and have a “cage-free” facility where

environmental enrichment could be optimized? The possibilities are endless. 

As we navigate through 2024, we hope that you will spread the word to your friends and families that

Cat Haven will continue to grow and thrive in order to help as many cats in our community as we

possibly can. Your continued support means so much to us and helps us to get that much closer to a

“no-kill community”. After all, we are all “in it to win it”. 

Holly Carey

“The possibilites are endless.”



VET HEROES

Rechelle Brooks, DVM, originally dreamed of being a child

psychologist. It so happened that her love for animals and

wanting to care for them played a role in her career goals and

made a change of plans. Dr. Brooks began her journey as a

kennel worker at a general practice and then landed a student

worker position at the LSU School of Veterinary Medicine. She

was quickly noticed for her dedication and hard work and

climbed the ladder into the small animal ICU.  There she gained

critical knowledge that would follow her into her role as a

veterinarian. 

Helping Us Help Cats

She then received her undergraduate degree in Animal Science with a minor in Zoology from LSU and

her Doctorate from the  LSU School of Veterinary Medicine.

 

Cat Haven is very fortunate to have Dr. Brooks as part of our team. She started volunteering in early

2023 and enjoys “giving back” to her community. She loves cats and has 6 of her own as well as 2

dogs. In her free time, Dr. Brooks enjoys spending time with her 2 children, Claire (16) and Cole (9),

and her husband, Ed. 

Several other veterinarians continue to support Cat Haven by volunteering at our Adoption Center. Dr

Meena Braden, Dr. Lisa Ciolino, Dr. Marge Gill, Dr. Martha Littlefield, Dr. Joe Stark, and Dr. Gary

Sullivan are all helping Cat Haven to grow and to help save more lives. 

                     to all of
the veterinarians that
generously volunteer
at Cat Haven. We
couldn’t do what we
do without you!

THANK YOU



KOVU’S RESCUE

Kovu was next in line to be euthanized at an overcrowded

animal control facility when Cat Haven ran to the rescue.

After hearing of his desperate circumstances, we

transferred Kovu to our Adoption Program to give him

another chance at life. Quickly we realized what an amazing

personality he had. He would lounge around the shelter

and hang out with our Animal Care Specialists in the

morning. While they were pushing the cart around to feed

and water cats, Kovu would be sitting on the bottom of the

cart just lazily watching as caretaking was done. He was a

staff favorite cat, but we realized after a while that his

appetite changed suddenly. 

After a lengthy process of diagnostic procedures,

medications, and diet changes, we eventually found that he

was diabetic. Giving insulin to a cat twice a day, at twelve

hours apart, was not the easiest thing to do here in the

shelter. We reached out to our foster network and one of

our regular fosters, Becky, said she would be able to care

for Kovu. 

From next in line for euthanasia to a safe haven

Kovu thrived in his new home, loving his new mom

and enjoying the greater degree of freedom he had

in her home compared to the shelter. In fact, he

loved his new home so much that his diabetes

disappeared!  After a few weeks in foster care, we

were surprised to see that his insulin levels were

back at a regular level. Sometimes, tender love

and care is the best medicine and Kovu is living

proof of that. 

Becky decided she couldn't bear to let Kovu go

and adopted him from us. To this day, Kovu is

living healthily and happily in his new home. We

couldn't be happier to see him thriving today. 



CHEERS FOR VOLUNTEERS

Ewa Rainey has been volunteering at Cat Haven since August 2010. She is a

lifelong animal lover and the owner of 4 happy rescued cats. Ewa says “I joined Cat

Haven since I liked the people working there, their devotion to the cause that I

support and their level of professionalism. Their deep knowledge of cats and

compassion was something I admired. I learned a lot about cats there and was

given the opportunity to put this knowledge to work.”

Over the years her volunteer work has involved many Cat Haven activities: keeping

the adoption center clean and organized, assisting with fundraising events, off-site

adoption events, caretaking, educating adopters on cat care, socializing with cats

and other daily tasks. Now, Ewa is focused on working with potential adopters and

trying to find the kitty that fits their needs best. She says the happiest and most

rewarding part comes when the kitty finds a permanent, loving home and the

adoption is completed. “Thank you Cat Haven for helping my dreams come true.”

Three cheers for our all-star volunteers

“The happiest and most

rewarding part comes when

the kitty finds a permanent,

loving home.” - Ewa Rainey

Lala Babin started volunteering in June of 2023. Even though she’s still

learning the ropes, Cat Haven can depend on her to do whatever needs to be

done. Whether she’s cleaning rooms, doing laundry, or playing with cats, Lala

“just loves being at Cat Haven.” 

Although she doesn’t have any cats at home just yet, Lala loves every cat at

Cat Haven as if they were her own. She hopes to be prepared for the

responsibilities of cat ownership in the future so she can bring a fur baby

home.



DIAMOND DONORS

Jennifer Anderson

Ed and Kathy Baker 

Barnhill Preserve

Eddie Craft

Jerry and Kristina Dodson

Hills Pet Nutrition

Hodges Survivors Fund 

Janet Gartlan

Dr. Christopher Grenier

Keith and Machelle Hall

Beth Jarreau

Lamar Advertising

Mike and Angela McGhee

Meredith Hathorn and Rawley Penick

Estate of Elizabeth Louise Plummer 

Drs. Peggy Polk and Stephen C Prudhomme

The Summerlee Foundation 

Dr. James and Necia Wade

Capital Area United Way

Thomas and Judy Welborn

Welborn Family Trust 

$5,000 and up

PLATINUM DONORS

Pat Alcorn

Kimberly Bassett

Blue Cross Blue Shield of

Louisiana 

Suzanne Boggs

Greta and Ray Corona

Ingrid Fonseca

Molly and Shelby Hauck

LWCC (employee match)

Anne McKnight

Anne Russo

$2,500-$4,999

GOLD DONORS

Animal Place 

Associated Grocers Food Stores 

Aurora Pharmaceutical

Baker Donelson Law 

Mary Benson

Ruth and Michael Bowman

Cat Care Center 

Catherine Coates and Brian Hales Fund

Pennie and Gregory Cotter

Wendy Decker

Lisa Distefano

Esom Art Gallery

John Turner and Jerry Fischer

Groundworks 

Paula Hoffman

Jane Honeycutt

Estate Of Stephanie Renee Hyde 

Dr. Michael McElveen

Natalie & Josh Milian

Kris and Bill Mosser

Richard and Judith Najolia

Nexstar Media 

Million Dollar Round Table

Linda Pickens

Tracey Rathcke

Tracy Rauch

Lee Roberts

Amanda Rothrock

Madelyn Sherman

Skincare Aesthetics of Baton Rouge

Spanish Town Ladies Auxiliary Inc 

Tracey & Tony Mose Art

Cathy and Ronald Turner

Foster Wade

The Steve and Connie Wagner Charitable Giving Fund

Waguespack Welding and Manufacturing Inc. 

Watson Pet Hospital 

Wesley Wooten

$1,000-$2,499



GUARDIAN ANGELS
$500-$999

Susan Anderson

Blanche Arceneaux

Joan Baker

Kathleen Bierman

Gerry Boudreaux

Dr. Meena Braden

BRECO FCU 

Jon and Marian Byrd

Chevron Matching Employee Funds and Donors 

Encore Medical 

Michael Fazely

Corrie Ford

Get Off My Nerves Chiropractic 

Claude Gravois

Gulf Coast Office Products BR 

Jenna Grodecki

Leigh Harris

Edwardson and Cortney Hervias

Idexx 

Raina Johnson

Ashley Kester

Cynthia & Jim Kloster

Todd Lavergne

Danna Leblanc

Lee Michael’s Fine Jewelry

Lewis Mohr Insurance Agency

Mansur’s on the Boulevard

Douglas Miller

Madeline Mocan

Brett and Keena Nolinske

Claudette Oster

Petfinder Foundation

Robert Plaisance

The Retreat 

Layna Rush

Angela Sacher

Jill Scherrer

Mark Shelton

Simon Baxter Art 

Surety Bond Brokers 

TC Dance Club

Total Wine

Nancy Trahan 

J Michael Tyner

Lola White

Karen Wimberly

Judy Wright

PURRFECT FRIEND
$100-$499

Abita Brewing

Kayla Brown

Amanda Proctor Ceramics

Allison Alesce

Ann Connelly Fine Art

Foster Alessi

Sandra Alessi

Matthew Allen

Tyler Allen

Meredith Anderson

Dottie Anklam

Margaret and Harley Anton

Dr. Elizabeth Austin

Tom and Pamela Babcock

Paul and Madeleine Badame

Kathy and Edward Baker

Tracy Baker

Kimberly Bardell

Morgan Barksdale

Baton Rouge Ballet Theater

Baton Rouge Symphony Orchestra

Larry Bellan

Prudence Bennett

Benny’s Carwash & Oil Change

Betsy Neely Art

Marina Bianchi

Louis Bienvenu

Jessica Constanza-Biggs

Thomas Bishop

The Blackbaud Giving Fund 

Kenidee Blake

Paula Bloomfield

Alisha Blush

Hayley Boardman

Julie Booth

Bryan Bordelon

Henry Bordelon

Margina Borne

Sara Bostwick

Margaret Boudreaux

Linda Bourgault

Ashlie Bourgeois

Mary Beth Boyd

Susan Boyett

Kellie Broussard

Jeanine Van Buskirk

Jaqueline Byers

Skip Cain

Debbie Cannon

Charity Cantey

Dana Carbo

Holly Carey

Louren Carlino

Kathlene Carr

Brandon Cavalier

Elizabeth Cenac

Mike Cerv

Natalie and Boyd Chaney

Beverly Chauvin

Pearl Fiona Chen

Edward Chenevert

Jude Chenevert

Dr. Lisa Ciolino

CF Ind Nitrogen LLC 

Jonica Coates

Coca Cola

Prudence Coccodrilli

James Coco

Patty Collins

Kevin and Baerbel Cope

Brooke Copes

Mal Corcoran

Jimmie Cothern

Sherri Courtney

Courtyard by Marriott Baton Rouge Downtown



PURRFECT FRIEND
$100-$499

Dr. Julia Coutin

Carey Coxe

Custom Linens

Carolyn Dale

Daryl & Son’s Custom Framing and Gallery

Jason and Anna Davis

Steven Davis

Jacie Day

Kay Radlauer and Dennis Demcheck

Ted and Carlyn Denstel

Kaitlyn Devillier

Bret Diez

Martha Dishongh

Deanna Dokey

Deborah Dorn

Signi Dreyer

Deborah Duckworth

Alicia Duersel

Christopher Duong

Rebecca Eccles

Mary Eggart

Rebel Ellerbee

Emily Elliott

Mechele de Avila Evans

Naomi Ewing

Judy Ewoldsen

Aimee Fairchild

Michael Ficklin

Autumn Fieldman

Ryan Fitzgerald

Steve Fitzgerald

Caroline Flint

Mary Ann Fontenot

Stephen Forbes

Buck Foreman

Michelle Forrest

Yvonne Foster

French Market Bistro

Brian Fuller

Garrett Neal Studio

Lorrie Gaschen

Linda Gellatly

James Giles

Arthur Goulas

Grace Yoga & Pilates 

Beth & Dane Grandt

Don Granier

Carol Gros

Nancy Grush

Christian Gurrola

Ginger Guttner

Laurel and Dana Hall

Lindsay Hall

Jody Hanet

Drs. Carol and Gary Ter Harr

Carley Harrell

Lindsey Harrell

Brandon Harris

Michelle Harris

Millie Hathorn

Tracey Hawkins

George Heard

Timothy Hebert

Mary Heuchert

Shannon Heully

Robert Hilburn

Lucy Hill

Hilton Baton Rouge Capitol Center

Donna Holland

Casie Hoose

Jonah Houtman

Lisa Hubble

Laura Hunt

Jade Brady Art

Jambalaya Shoppe Perkins and Essen

Patricia Jarreau

Jen Poe Art

Willie Johnson

Brittany Joiner

Deborah Hugh-Jones

Renee Kane

Trish and Rich Kaplan

Mary Jane and Drew Karabin

Christine Keenan

Tulin Koray

James Kozdroj

Dionne Laborde

Charles LaFleur

Leigh Lamonica

Frances Landry

Lisa Lane

Edna Ayliffe Latchem

Robert Lawrence

Lyna Le

Veronica LeBlanc

Cheri Lefebvre

Martha Leonard

Sheri Lightfoot

Robert Luther

Lux Salon

Muriel MacHauer

Vernon MacHauer

Mary Manhein

Lauren Marcella

Charlene Marchand

Rosanna Marino

F. Charles and Amy Marionneaux

Grace Marionneaux

Bonnie Martin

Susan Marvin

Sandra Masters

Camp and Barbara Matens

Ricky Mayeux

Mary McClintock

Maureen McCroskey

Layne McDaniel

Helen McGawley

Mike and Angela McGhee

David McIntyre

Alicia McKeough

Linn McNary

Kathryn McQueen

Kathryn Merrell

Jill Metzler

Karl and Maggie Meyer

Tiffeny Michelli

Katherine Milton

Ashly Mistretta

Tiffany Mitchell

Mark Mix

Amelie Morvant

Jack and Patsy Mullen

Bill and Linda Myers

Candice Myers

Grace Myhand

Anjali Namjoshi

Jerith Naquin

National World War II Museum

Chris Neal

Susan Noto

Lawrence Oertling

Tiffini Oman

Lauren Paddock

Matthew Parrish

Neil Parry

Patton’s Jewelry

Byron Peer

Amy Phillips

Victoria Picard

Eddie Pinto

Jeanne Pitre

Edith Ellen Richmond Posey

Pamela Posster

Catherine Pourciau

Gasper Prestigiacomo

Victor Prima

Butch Pritchford

Progressive Insurance Foundation Matching

Cyber Grants 



PURRFECT FRIEND
$100-$499

Kelly Rafferty

Katherine Ragan

Kathy Ramirez

Toni Reed

Alex Reinboth

Chris Resweber

Sidney Reynen

Callie Richard

Valerie Richardson

Toni Rizzo

Sara Robarts

Kandy Rogers

Vianey Rojas

Jayna Rowden

Andie Rowe

Andre and Roberta Rubenstein

Kenny Rubenstein

Karen Rush

Safe Voyage Tattoo 

Cathy Scarbrough

Carla Schild

Leah Schwartzman

Jennifer Scott

Ericka Seidemann

Molly Selleck

Mary Brennan Sensing

Sharon Furrate Art 

George Sharp

Natallia Sherwin

Suzie Shilling

SIF Consultants of Louisiana INC 

Jenna Lostritto-Simmons

John and Nicole Simmons

Nicole Simmons Yoga

Brian Smith

Susan Smith

Sigma Alpha Sorority 

Patricia Staples

Suzanne Stauffer

Charles Steele

Ken Steele

Rebecca Steintrager

Candace Stockstill

Erin Stone

Deborah Storer

Carol Sullivan

Sarah Summerville

Sunshine Cleaners

Holly Taylor

Warren and Teri Taylor

Bryan Tews

The Pilates Center

Kim & Eric Thomas

Joyce Thompson

Tin Roof Brewing Co.

Allie Tolar

Top Golf

Beth Tope

Nancy Trahan

Marilyn Tri

Tiffaney Trosclair

Ty Larkins Interiors

John Tyner

Amy Varnado

Tiffanie Veazey

Janice Villarrubia 

Nicholas Virgets

Jackie Walker

Seth Walker

Kaitlin Wallace

Ami Wallis

Yuming Wang

Yvona Ward

Debra Waters

Johnny Waycaster

Cindy Webster

Judy Weimer

Kim Weimer

Susan Weinstein

Mary Welshons

Stephanie Weselak

Macie Wessels

Amanda West

Karen Whatley

Paige Whittington

Courtney Whittle

Heather Wilkins

Amy Wilson

Monika Wood

Joseph Woolie

Meredith Wright

Zhewen Xu

Vince Yardas

Buti Yoga 

Natalie Zimmer



OUR MISSION

Cat Haven is making great efforts to lead The Greater Baton Rouge area in becoming a no-kill

community for cats and kittens by providing care, shelter, and adoption services, as well as

advocating for routine spaying and neutering for population control. 

Helping the Greater Baton Rouge area

Admissions: 961

Adoptions: 958

Felines spay/neutered by Cat Haven: 706

Cat Haven Revenue: $541,650.00 (unrestricted)

                                  $  84,859.00 (new building fund)  

Cats admitted through:

Owner Surrender: 206

Return of previously adopted cats: 101

Stray/homeless: 452

Transfer from other shelters: 161

From Companion Animal Alliance (EBR’s public shelter): 41

East Baton Rouge population: 450,544

Households with at least one pet: 66%

Households with at least one cat: 46%

1 in 10 EBR residents volunteered in their communities



11130 N. Harrells Ferry Road

Baton Rouge, LA 70816

cathaven.org

225-636-2680

On behalf of 958 kitties and their

new families, THANK YOU

All Pets Animal Hospital

Associated Veterinary Services

Azalea Lakes Veterinary Clinic

Baton Rouge Veterinary Specialists

Dr. Meena Braden

Dr. Rechelle Brooks

Capital Area Veterinary Specialist

Cat Care Center

Dr. Lisa Ciolino

Dr. Marge Gill

Dr. Martha Littlefield

Thanks to our community veterinary clinics and veterinarians who helped keep

our cats and kittens healthy in 2023:

Old Hammond Veterinary Hospital

Perkins Road Animal Hospital

Dr. Layne Shelton

Sherwood South Animal Hospital

Southern Veterinary Eye Care

Dr. Joe Stark

Dr. Gary Sullivan

White Oak Animal Hospital

Dr. Wendy Wolfson and the LSU School of

Veterinary Medicine Shelter Medicine Team


