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Cat Haven, one of the premier cat-only rescue groups in the nation, has been
giving cats and kittens a new lease on life since 1999. From humble
beginnings as a foster-based organization to now having its beloved Cat
Haven Adoption Center, the organization has grown to become a beacon of
hope for feline friends in need.

For the first nine years, Cat Haven operated as a foster-based organization,
relying on the dedication of volunteers to transport adoptable cats and kittens
to adoption events held on weekends at places such as PetSmart and Petco. In
2008, after raising enough funds, Cat Haven purchased a building to use as a
shelter and adoption center. The facility, located on Harrells Ferry Road near
Sherwood Forest Boulevard, comfortably houses 75 adoptable cats and kittens.

Since 1999, Cat Haven has saved the lives of nearly 18,000 cats and kittens.
With its Adoption Center open seven days a week, the organization typically
averages 80-100 adoptions per month. In addition to rescuing cats and kittens
from the community at large, Cat Haven also pulls cats and kittens from area
public shelters, helping Baton Rouge become a No Kill community.

Cat Haven's dedication to giving cats and kittens a 10th life is evident in its
tireless efforts to provide a safe haven for these animals. With its committed
volunteers, the organization continues to make a positive impact in the lives
of cats and kittens in need.
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Through the decades, Cat Haven's mission to save as
many cats and kittens as possible has never wavered.
Year 2022 was no exception. We have remained
committed not only to helping the community at large,
but also to being a valuable rescue partner for area public
shelters, so that they can lower their euthanasia rate. In
fact, during 2022, we saved close to 200 cats, bringing
our overall running total to nearly 18,000.

Statistics published by Baton Rouge's public shelter,
Companion Animal Alliance, indicated that in 2022, Baton
Rouge had come very close to being a No-Kill community. This
enabled us to increase our activity helping other surrounding
public shelters and area non-profit rescue groups. Our
achievements would not have been possible without your
EENErous Support.

2022 brought on many challenges, including rising cost of
vaterinary services, inflation of medication and products
necessary to run a shelter, and limited space in our adoption
canter. Despite the hurdles on our path, we are proud of our
lifesaving efforts, and that we have grown to become one of the
largest no-kill cat-only rescue nonprofits in the nation,

We continue to uphold the highest standard of care for cats in our charge, and to be their proponents in finding
loving forever homes, With every gift you have given to Cat Haven, you have not only supported our shelter, but
also enabled us to help other public and private shelters throughout south Louisiana.

Thank you for being a continued partner of our nonprofit rescue and for helping to make a difference in the lives
of 0 many homeless cats and kitbens. We look forward to the many opportunities that 2023 will bring and will
continue to strive to increase our region’'s save rate.

You have receivad this report because of your genergus financial support of Cat Haven during 2022, | invite you
to share your enthusiasm for Cat Haven with your friends, neighbors, and family. Come by the Cat Haven
Adoption Center, meet our friendly staff, and visit with our adoptable kitties. And as always, on behalf of our
staff, volunteers, and board of directors, | humbly thank you for making Greater Baton Rouge a kinder place.

Holly Caney

Executive Directior
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HELPING US HELP CATS

WHEN MEENA BRADEN, DVM, or br. Meena as she is known to clients, graduated from

college with degrees in journalism and political science, she envisioned a career as an international
journalist traveling, researching, and writing about varied topics of current interest across the globe.
After all, she had been around the globe, having been born in Nepal, attended college in Hawaii, and
traveled to Thailand and Vietnam, among other places. Then she got her first dog, Nikko, and thought,
“this is cool.” She fostered cats to broaden her experience with animals and entered vet school at the
L5U School of Veterinary Medicine two years later in 2000. After graduating, Dr. Meena stayed in Baton
Rouge to raise her family and practice veterinary medicine,

Dr. Meena developed a deep knowledge of felines in particular and has channeled her passion for
investigative journalism to staying on top of feline veterinary advances to enhance her evaluation
and treatment of patients. When you are great at what you do, word gets around. So, it was no
surprise that others involved in Cat Haven would eventually recruit her to join the Board of Directors.
As a member of the Board, Dr. Meena wasted no time learning more about shelter medicine and
became instrumental in planning and preparing for the installation of the new in-house surgical
suite made possible by a generous gift from a donor.

“I did not realize the amount of resources being used to transport cats all over town for spay/neuter
services,” Dr. Meena said. This causes unnecessary stress on the cats, directs volunteer and staff

time away from other vital tasks such as caretaking at the Adoption Center, and lengthens the time it
takes for cats and kittens to be readied for adoption,
she explained. Dr. Meena also has been working with
Executive Director, Holly Carey, to enlist the support of
other veterinarians to volunteer their time to spay and
neuter Cat Haven's cats and kittens so they can be
readied for adoption more quickly. Seven other area
veterinarians have generously stepped up to join Dr.
Meena in this effort. Our vet heroes include Dr. Rechelle
Brooks, Dr. Megan Chouinard, Dr. Marge Gill, Or. Martha
Littlefield, Dr. Layne Shelton, Dr. Joe Stark, and Dr. Gary
Sullivan. Cat Haven also is recruiting volunteers to
serve as vet assistants for surgeries. "No experience is
required, just curiosity and willingness to receive
training,” she added.

In addition to her children, Maile and Elliot, Dr. Meena
has an assortment of pets in her home, including fish,
a turtle, a guest rabbit on extended bunny-sitting stay,
and 19-year-old cat Bebe, We don't know about you, but
this sounds far more intriguing and exciting than a
career as an international journalist. The irony that it
was a dog named Mikko who sparked her interest in
going to vet school is not lost on Cat Haven—we are

Dr. Meena Braden with son Elliott, indebted to Nikko and to Dr. Meena.
dsugﬁ'fﬁ'f Maife, and FEJFEEM.I‘H cat Bebe
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BILL AND LINDA MYERS fell in love with a tiny kitten
named Waffle the moment they spotted her at the Cat
Haven adoption center. Waffle and her siblings were in a
colony room, and were undergoing treatment for
ringworm. Little Waffle came running up to the
inside-facing window in the room, and reached up with
her paws to try and touch Bill as he was walking through
the halls. It was literally love at first sight!

At that very moment, Bill (who was strictly a dog person)
decided that Waffle would be their next family member,
and Linda was quick to agree. As soon as possible, they
would adopt her and bring her home to join their other cat
Trixi. With treatment, kittens usually completely recover
from ringworm in a month. Next, Waffle and her siblings
would go to the vet to get fixed, and then on to their
forever homes.

But luck was not on Waffle's side, as it took double the
normal amount of time for her and her littermates to
become free of disease. Bill and Linda patiently waited and
regularly came visit Waffle, though only across the window due to the risk of ringworm
transmission to Trixi and humans. Finally, the litter of kittens was cleared, and they were able to
get the rest of their routine medical care, including spay/neuter.

Yet again, luck was not on Waffle's side. Something happened during her spay surgery and she
came out of anesthesia abnormally slowly. She had no appetite for a few weeks, and had abnormal
neurologic signs, including blindness. Waffle stayed in intensive care for a few weeks, further
prolonging the Myers' wait for their new kitten.

While many folks would have just chosen another kitten, their love for Waffle was unwavering.
Linda began reading articles on how to best introduce a blind kitty to a new home. She called in
frequently to check up on Waffle and was delighted to learn that
waffle was gradually improving, although her visual impairment
persisted.

Finally the happy day came when the Myerses could adopt Waffle
and bring her home. Linda reports, “wWaffle took us and our home by
storm. She has a huge personality. She sleeps in our bed every night,
quickly learned how to climb the stairs and onto the sofa, as well as
her own cat furniture. Her blindness has definitely not broken her.
She is very playful, affectionate, and super smart. When we come
home, she bounces up to greet us with her loud hellos. Waffle keeps
us on our toes, and we wouldn’t trade her for anything!”
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AlY-Star Volwieers

Volunteers are the lifeblood of any nonprofit organization, and at Cat
Haven, they come to our rescue in many ways. Caring for cats and kittens
is a 24/7 endeavor that depends on committed volunteer feline
caregivers—they keep the motors purring at the Adoption Center, so to
speak! Two volunteer all-stars, Jackie Carnes and Mary Travasos, set the
bar high for volunteer dedication, so we want to share their stories.

Jackie Carnes began volunteering for Cat Haven in 2001, when the organization was in
its infancy and run entirely by volunteers. In her more than 20 years as a volunteer, she
has bottle-fed kittens and tended to Cat Haven's cats when housed at offsite adoption
locations like PetSmart. When Cat Haven opened its Adoption Center, Jackie began
volunteering as a caretaker—providing fresh food and water, cleaning litter boxes,
tidying condos and colony rooms, and noting any special needs for the staff. At some
point, she observed that the restroom dedicated
for non-felines also needed attention and decided
to tidy that space as well. Weekly, without fail,
she has continued to volunteer now into her third
decade with Cat Haven.

Jackie was not inexperienced with cats or
tidying. She has her own janitorial business,
raised and educated (and tidied up after) four
children, and currently shares her home with
four “cranky kitties"—Tripod Sissy Cat, age 16,
Dansig the Round, age 12 and diabetic,
Charismatic Enigma Cat, age 11, and Linker the
Stinker, age 10. For Jackie, “the volunteering in
and of itself is a reward.” There is no way any
one person can rescue every homeless catin
The world, but by volunteering at Cat Haven
one can make a "big impact in the lives of cats
in our community,” Jackie says.




Mary Travasos began volunteering at Cat Haven about five years ago as a caretaker. In
fact, Jackie showed her the ropes during her volunteer training. Mary was a longtime
early learning teacher but wondered if her passion for animals might point herin a
different direction, perhaps as a veterinary assistant. She had shared her home with
dogs for more than 35 years, but never any cats. Mary thought that volunteering at Cat
Haven would help her learn about felines while she contemplated her career path. She
confesses she was a bit timid around cats at first, so she focused on tidying up after
them (they love that, by the way!) until she
grew accustomed to their behaviors and
personalities. Then, she began visiting them
and enjoying the new experience as a feline
caretaker.

Mary eventually added a feline to her own
family, 13-year-old Sadie, who needed to be
rehomed when a relative relocated and could
not keep her. She also has a guinea pig and a
dog, so this animal lover has certainly
diversified her furry tribe at home! About her
weekly routine at Cat Haven, Mary says, “It's
the highlight of my week, | totally enjoy it.”

Cat Haven is immensely grateful to Jackie and
Mary, who have made a big impact on the cats
and people in our community and who
highlight our week with their service and
smiles!
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Jennifer Anderson

Cat Care Center

Dr. Christopher Grenier

Meredith Hathorn and Rawley Penick
Louisiana Loyal

Anne McKnight

Drs. Peggy Polk and Stephen Prudhomme
Petco Foundation

Matalie and Michael Stiltner

Or. James and Mecia Wade

Thomas and Judy Welborn

Pl (57,500 - $4,999)

Suzanne Antoon
Kimberly Bassett
Debbie Canngn

Greta and Ray Corona
Beth Jarreau

Goled, (51,000 - $2,499)

Margaret and Harley Anton

Jirmm and Kristian Beatty

Best Frignds Animal Society
Suzanne Boggs

Ruth and Michael Bowman

Kay Clark

Trey Corbett

Jimmie Cothern

Pennie and Gregory Cotter

Credit Bureau of Baton Rouge Foundation
Wendy Decker

kristina and Jerry Dodson

Corrie Ford

Cathy Coates and Brian Hale

Paula Hoffrman

Jane Honeycutt

Richard and Judith Najolia

Pet Overpopulation Advisory Council
Dr. Tracy Rauch

Donald and Sarah Reulet

Anne Russo

Tiffany Stewart

Edith Terrell

Eric Thomas

Foster Wade

Steve and Carol Wagner Charitable Giving Fund

Guandioe Qegel) (500 - $999)

Lewis Mohr Real Estate and Insurance
Agency LLC

Joan Baker

Jenny Smith Jamie Bartel
BRECO FCU

Pearl Fiona Chen

Chevron Matching Employees Funds
Gulf Coast Office Products BR
Marianne Hood

Groundworks

Fatie Johnston

James LeBlanc

Brett and Keena Nolinske
Claudette Oster

Linda Pickens

Ceb Powell

Catherine Pourciau

Lee Roberts

Jill Scherrer

Amber Scroggs

Jennifer Smith

Deborah Storer

Nancy Trahan

Cathy and Ronald Turner

VICA All Pets Animal Hospital
Wesley Wooten
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Dr. Dbarah Abernathy
Erin Achbarger

Allison Alesce

Irgnd Alesce

Sandra Alessn

Maredith Anderson
Dottie Anklam

Cathering Ashiey

Tamn and Pamals Babeock
Kimbaerly Bardell

Marie Barlow

Janige Batton

Tilfany Bearmn

Liss Bergeron

Marina Bianchi

Losuig Bignveni

Kathleen Bierman
Manica Bilik

The: Blackbaud Giving Fund
Pavar Blanchard

Tenesha Bledsor

Heniry Bordalon

Marging Bome

Sara Bostwick

Margaret Boudreaus
Saarm and Peggy Bougeus
Mary Both Boyd

Joshua Beyd

Kendall Bayd

Ligh Broussard

Joan Broussard
Christine Cain

Skip Cain

Kelly Carmbron

Layre Cannen

Dana Carbo

Holby Cargy

L Arlene Carrall
Hatalie and Beyd Chaney
Kally Chagman

Juan Chover

Poggy Clament
Susan Clemitus
Jamas Coco

Richard Colton
Patricia Cook

Coopar Consolidated
Mal Corcoran
Christing Corcos
Joanna Wﬁg‘-ll

Cargy Coxg

Jennifor Crist
wWinstan Cundiff
Jennifer Cutrer

Jason and Anna Davis
Ted and Carlyn Denstel
Department of Envirgnmaental Quality
Kaithyn Davillier
Patricia Dirner

Laura Distefans
Madeline Demma
Signi Dnayer

Deborah Duckworth
Rebecta Eccles

Mary Eggart

Richard Ehrlicher
Mechele Evans
Manica Ezell

Kristy Faiterman

CJ Farrar

Sy Fanrar

Michael Fazaly
Michael Ficklin
Jomes Flanagan
MaryAnn Fontenat
Maryann and Melissa Fontenat
Connie Fremin

Lorfig Gagchan
Brooke and Clint Gautreay

Linda Gollatly
Jacqualine Grantham
Jenna Grodecki

Nadia Guagliards

Th Guaranty Foundation
Cecile Guin

Hancy Hagrmaier

Jahn Hah

Laurel and Dana Hall
Jody Hanot

Leigh Harris

Elizabath Haber

Sherri Hedges

Leanne Hermandez

Mary Heuchen

Robsert Hilbunn

Lucy Hill

Gail Hill

Adeian Hirgth

Randall Halb

Deborah Hugh-Jones
Arny Ireland

Melisza James

Raing Johnsan

Edward Jonas

Kirk Jorgd

Trish and Rich Kaplan
Michael and Daborah Kearney
Kayees Kersch

Cindy Kloster

Jarnes Kozdrj

Joseph LaBlanc

Dignne Laborde

Charles LaFlour

Hancy Lagarde

Leigh Lamonica

Rob Lawrence

Eric: LeBlanc

Hicole Livingston

Jenna Lostritio- Simmdn
Mitzi Madere

Hicholas Magazineg
Manship Theatne
Laurgn Marcella
Resanna Maring

Grace Maronnsaus

F. Charles and Amy Marionneaux
Ally Martin

Susnn Mandn

Barbara Matens

Leslie May

Marcie MeBride

John and Karen McChesnay
Maureen McCroskey
Mike and Jane McGaugh
Helen MoGawley

Geonge Mclnnis

Aligia McEeough

Linm MeNary

Merchants Bonding Company Feundation

Karl and Maggie Mayer
Tiffeny Michell

Rgnald and Layng Mire
Tiffany Mitchell

Edna Moo

Abdullah Mullahi
Jack and Patsy Mullen
Denise Munray
Candice Myars

Tilfani Qman

Mogan Ourso

Haney Favon

Pat Sitting Pixies

Ligh Piniho

Kathleoan Fitre

Pizza Artista

Robert Plaisance
Edith Posey

Pamals Pesster

Kally Ralferty

Alpx Reinboth

Luanne Relse

Christa Reswaber

The Retreat ¢fo Mancy Trahan
Sidney Rynen

Callie Richard

Marfana Reundtnes

Jaynd Rowden

Layna Rush

Earan Rush

Constance Russall
Chastopher Rust

Angela Sacher

Safe Voyage Tatteo

Blain and Lindsay Sanchas
Marie Schindler

Fargd Schoonmaker
Donita Schultz

Leah Schwartzman
Jennifer Scott

Modly Salleck

b, Johnand Migake Simmons
Janet Simpson

Brian Srmith

Connie and Herman Soong
Patrigia Staples

Charles Steele

Candace Steckstill
Ennich Singat

Angelle Stringer

Sarah Summerville
Denice Thomas

Allie Tolar

whlliarn Trochtrman
Jeanine Yan Buskirk
Tiffanie Veazty

WooDon BEQ

Efin Warnar

Debra Watars

John Webar

Susan Weinstein
Courtney Weleh Summars
Stephanie Wesalak

Earen Whatley

Courtney Whitthe

Helan Wichar

Lawrence and Karen Wilkinson
Taylor Williams

Tara Williarmsz

Kathryn Wroten

Mary and Wayne Wroten
Natalie Zirmmar




On behalf of 905 felines and their new families,

Thanks to our community veterinary clinics who
helped keep our cats and kittens healthy in 2022:

All Pets Animal Hospital

Associated Veterinary Services Dr. Keith Strickland
Azalea Lakes Veterinary Clinic Perkins Road Animal Hospital
Baton Rouge Veterinary Specialists Sherwood South Animal Hospital

Capital Area Veterinary Specialists White Oak Animal Hospital

Special thanks to Dr. Lacie Lee at Cat Care Center for building and
providing a beautiful adoption room in the front part of their clinic!

11130 N. Harrells Ferry Rd cathaven.org
cat hﬂVﬁll Baton Rouge, LA 70816 225-636-2680
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